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Trees: Why Topping Hurts Trees

The City of Patterson would like to remind
residents not to trim or top City trees. A
city street tree is any tree planted by or
on behalf of the city in the Street RightOf-Way. Typically, trees are planted in the
planting strip which is the area between
the sidewalk and the street or within a
public utility easement.
• What is topping? Topping is the
removal of the top of the central
stem of a tree, called the leader, as
well as the upper main branches.
• Why trees should not be topped?
Topping stresses trees. Topping
wounds expose trees to decay and
invasion from insects and disease. It
also weakens the roots, starves the
tree and reduces the overall structure
and strength of the tree.

If you are unsure if the tree in front of your
house is a city street tree, please email
publicworks@ci.patterson.ca.us or call Public Works at (209) 895-8060.
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Stormwater Management Program

Reminding you to Properly Dispose of Used Motor Oil
Automotive fluids are a major concern that contribute to
stormwater pollution. The amount of used oil from a single
oil change can contaminate a million gallons of fresh water,
which is an entire year's water supply for 50 people. These
pollutants often get into the ground and ground water
Here are some
supplies. The key to prevention is proper material storage,
Patterson businesses
cleanup and handling of automotive fluids.
that accept used
Here are a few things you can do to help protect the
motor oil:
environment:
• Take your vehicle to a certified service shop to have oil
AutoZone
changed is preferred.
400 S. 2nd Street
• Do not pour liquid waste down floor drains, sinks or 		
Patterson, CA 95363
outdoor storm drain inlets.
(209) 892-4500
• Conduct maintenance work such as fluid changes 		
indoors.
O’Reilly Auto Parts
• Routinely check under vehicles for leaks or drips and 		
248 Sperry Avenue
address immediately.
Patterson, CA 95363
• Clean up spills immediately, whenever possible without
(209) 895-3754
using water. Utilize absorbent materials such as kitty 		
litter to absorb, then sweep up and dispose of properly.
• Store all unused fluids in original containers.
• Use non-hazardous cleaners when possible.
• Immediately transfer used fluids to appropriate 		
containers.
• Take used motor oil to a service station or other location
that recycles used motor oil.
For further information regarding the City’s Stormwater Management Program,
please call Public Works at (209) 895-8060 or visit our webpage at:
www.ci.patterson.ca.us/177/Stormwater-Management
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Winter Edition

If you have paid attention to the Patterson
Citizens Newsletter, this is the third time we are
running this story. But it is necessary as we face
the same challenge again this year. Do not fret,
we will be proactively seeking out this scourge,
but without further ado here we go … again:

Unfortunately it is that time of year again, not the
family gatherings, gorging on food or singing of
carols you may initially be thinking of, but package
theft season. Tis the season for the porch pirate
to emerge from your own neighborhood or neighborhood from afar to come and prey
on your cyber Monday purchases. We have been diligently preparing and working
towards combating this scourge, but we need your help. So here are some tips from
us that will help us keep your packages on your porch this holiday season.
1. Develop a proactive plan with trusted neighbors to pick up your packages for
you when you know you will be away from the house. Many of us have retired
or stay at home neighbors who would be happy to pick up our packages while
we are away. Doing this will get rid of the temptation of the porch pirate. You
can also coordinate with these neighbors to form a solid neighborhood watch
network to keep an eye out for suspicious people and vehicles.
2. Be proactive in policing your neighborhood and look out for one another. We
cannot be everywhere at once and depending on call volume and staffing our
response time can be very long. To this end keep an out for anyone or anything
suspicious and please report it. Also, consider getting a surveillance system for
your home as it may capture license plates or other vital information needed to
capture a porch pirate. No matter our response time, we will show up and would
like the person or vehicle documented just in case a pattern emerges.
3. If you have a missing package, the easiest way to report the theft to us is
through our online crime reporting system. Using this system a report is
generated and forwarded to the supervisor for review.
Doing online reports helps free us up so we can be out
and about and be proactive. It also helps with crime
pattern recognition.
We wish everyone a happy holiday season filled with family
and friends. Know that we will be out in force hunting
porch pirates and using new tactics to catch them. Watch
out for each other and help us help you. Happy Holidays
from the Patterson Police Department, we are in this
together.

11. Mobile homes, recreational vehicles, utility 		
trailers, unmounted camper shells, boats, cars,
trucks or other vehicles that are parked 		
or stored in violation of this title or Title 18 		
of this code;

Did You Know...
PMC 6.16.020 Nuisances.
It is unlawful for any person owning, leasing,
renting, occupying, or having charge or
possession of any residential or nonresidential
property in the city to maintain or to allow to
be maintained such property in such manner
that any of the following conditions are found to
exist thereon, except as may be allowed by any
other provision of law, including provisions of city
ordinances:
1. The accumulation of dirt, litter or debris;
2. Clothes lines or clothes hanging in front yards;
3. Boxes, bins, containers, lumber, junk, trash, 		
salvage materials or other similar materials;
4. Attractive nuisances dangerous to children, 		
including but not limited to abandoned, 		
broken or neglected equipment, machinery, 		
refrigerators and freezers, hazardous pools, 		
ponds and excavations;
5. Broken or discarded furniture, household 		
equipment and furnishings or shopping carts;
6. Overgrown vegetation likely to harbor rats, 		
vermin and other nuisances dangerous to 		
public health, safety and welfare, or 			
obstructing a necessary view of drivers on 		
public streets or private driveways;
7. Weeds, dead, decayed, diseased or hazardous 		
trees and other vegetation constituting an 		
unsightly appearance or dangerous to public 		
health, safety and welfare;
8. Swimming pools with stagnant water, 			
including the accumulation of floating scum, 		
algae, and debris;
9. Graffiti on the exterior of any building, fence
or other structure;
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10. Wrecked, abandoned, dismantled or 			
inoperable vehicles, vehicle parts or other 		
articles or personal property that are 			
abandoned or left in a state of
partial construction or repair;

12. Buildings that are abandoned, boarded up,
partially destroyed or left in a state of 			
partial construction and such buildings that 		
are unpainted or where the paint on the 		
building exterior is mostly worn off.
Does your property follow the property
maintenance code requirements? If so, we thank
you. If not; please make the necessary corrections
to avoid further enforcement actions.
Your assistance is vital to the protection of the
public’s health, safety, and quality of life of the
citizens and/or business owners of the City of
Patterson.
For questions regarding the Patterson Municipal
Code or to report a concern; please contact Code
Enforcement at (209) 895-8038, or via email at
ce@ci.patterson.ca.us.

Did You Know...
PMC 15.32.110 (D)
Off-site signs are not permitted.
California Penal Code 556
Unlawfully placing signs on public and private
property.
It is a misdemeanor for any person to place or
maintain, or cause to be placed or maintained
without lawful permission upon any property
of the State, or of a city or of a county, any
sign, picture, transparency, advertisement, or
mechanical device which is used for the purpose
of advertising or which advertises or brings
to notice any person, article of merchandise,
business or profession, or anything that is to be or
has been sold, bartered, or given away.
Please assure all personal or professional signs are
following the local and state code requirements
to avoid further enforcement actions.
Your assistance is vital to the protection of the
public’s health, safety, and quality of life of the
citizens and/or business owners of the City of
Patterson.
For questions regarding the Patterson Municipal
Code or to report a concern; please contact Code
Enforcement at (209) 895-8038, or via email at
ce@ci.patterson.ca.us.

Winter Street Sweeping Schedule
PLEASE MOVE YOUR VEHICLES THE NIGHT BEFORE TO ENSURE YOUR STREET GETS SWEPT.

City of Patterson
Public Works Department

The city will be sweeping all residential
areas once a week! Street sweeping is
critical in keeping our neighborhoods
clean and sanitary and protecting our
waterways. Leaves and debris on the
streets can clog storm drains and pollute
our lakes and rivers. The city will be
sweeping all residential areas once a
week according to the route map below.
All commercial downtown streets (from
El Circulo inwards towards Plaza). Will
be swept daily. City parking lots will be
swept every Friday and the front of all
PJUSD schools will be swept every
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.

Route 1 Tuesday
Route 2 Wednesday
Route 3 Thursday
Route 4 Friday
Route 5 Monday

5
4
3

3

1

2

2
4

If you have any questions regarding this map or the routes shown, please call Public
Works at (209) 895-8060 or email publicworks@ci.patterson.ca.us
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What Is Stormwater?

Hometown Hero Banner Program

The city’s Hometown Hero program provides the
opportunity for the community to recognize and
honor our Patterson Residents that have served. The
cost per Banner is $200 (including installation &
removal). The first banners are currently displayed on
Sperry Avenue (from Baldwin to American Eagle) and
on the City’s website from November 2021 through
October 2022. City is now taking new applications for
the 2022-2023 Year.

1. Remember: Only rain belongs in the drain!
Don't dump anything down storm drains. Be sure to
clear away leaves and debris from streets, gutters,
and sidewalks.
2. Wash your car over your lawn or gravel.
This allows the ground to neutralize the soap and
grime from your car rather than sending it directly to
our creeks and streams. Use biodegradable or nontoxic soap that is phosphate-free. You can also take
your car to a commercial car wash where wastewater
is either recycled or treated.

For more information about the program and/or to submit an application, please
visit the City’s website at www.ci.patterson.ca.us

3. Keep your car well-maintained.
Fix any fluid leaks promptly and make sure to clean
up any spills. If you perform your own automotive
maintenance, please make sure to use proper Best
Management Practices (BMPs) and check with the
local automotive parts stores and ask if they take
used motor oil. Do not dispose of any used oil in the
streets, gutters, sidewalks, or driveways.

STOP Pollution from Entering our Storm Drain System & Waterways!
As you all might be aware, trash that ends up
on the streets enters the City’s storm drains and
discharges to our local creeks and river and effects
our water quality. Changing a common behavior,
like littering, begins by accepting responsibility for
our actions and influencing the actions of others
around us at home, at school, work, and in our
community.

4. Use lawn or garden chemicals sparingly.
Choose organic alternatives when possible and
check the weather forecast to avoid applying them
before a storm.

The City would like to ask its residents to help
prevent trash and keep the community clean.
Patterson is a beautiful community where we live,
play, and thrive.
Following is a list of effective ways you can help.

•

•
•

•

•

•
•

•
•
•
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If you see litter, pick it up.
Pick up after your pets as you walk through
your neighborhood. Use litter bags, "scoopers",
or other easy-to-use methods to clean up after
your pet. Be sure to put pet waste in trash
receptacles and not recycling bins.
Make sure your trash cans have lids that can be
closed before placing your cans out for pickup.
If your lid is damaged or missing, please contact
the City’s Utility Department at (209) 895-8040
for a service request.
Secure all garbage bags before placing them in
the trash can.
Don’t dispose of plastic bottles, aluminum cans,
and paper out in the street. Recycle or dispose
of them by placing them in the blue recycling
containers.
Sign up for organized litter pick up & clean-up
events.
Set an example for others, especially family,
co-workers, friends, and children by using trash
and/or recycling receptacles and not littering.
Always have available a litter bag and properly
dispose of litter. Don’t throw any litter out of
vehicle windows.

and wildlife habitats, downstream recreational areas,
and drinking water supplies.

•
•
•

•
•

Before using lawn and garden products, read
product labels and follow directions
Use non-toxic alternatives to traditional
pesticides and fertilizers.
Never apply pesticides or fertilizers before rain
or near storm drain, channels, creeks, or other
water bodies.
Do not over-apply pesticides and fertilizers.
Spot apply, rather than blanketing an entire
area.
Store pesticides, fertilizers, soil/bark, and
other chemicals in a covered area to prevent
runoff. Do not place any of these on your
driveway unless the material will be removed
immediately.
Take unwanted pesticides and fertilizers to a
household hazardous waste collection site to
be recycled.
NEVER place trash or bulky item in the
streets without first coordinating a Bulky Item
Pickup with the City of Patterson. As part of
the garbage service, the City provides two (2)
bulky item pickups at NO CHARGE. For more
information on scheduling a pickup and for
detailed guidelines, please contact Finance at
(209) 895-8040.

Stormwater is water from rain that does not soak into
the ground. It flows from rooftops, over paved areas,
bare soil, and sloped lawns. As it flows, stormwater
runoff collects and transports animal waste, litter,
salt, pesticides, fertilizers, oil & grease, soil and other
potential pollutants.
What's the problem?
Rain washes pollutants from streets, construction
sites, and land into storm systems. Eventually, these
empty the polluted stormwater directly into streams
and rivers with NO treatment. This is known as
stormwater pollution.
Polluted stormwater degrades our lakes, rivers,
wetlands and other waterways. Nutrients such as
phosphorus and nitrogen can cause the overgrowth
of algae resulting in oxygen depletion in waterways.
Toxic substances from motor vehicles and careless
application of pesticides and fertilizers threaten water
quality and can kill fish and other aquatic life. Bacteria
from animal wastes and improper connections to
storm drainage systems can make lakes and waterways
unsafe for wading, swimming and fish consumption.
A sanitary sewer system and a storm drainage system
are not the same. Water that goes down a sink or other
inside drains flows to a wastewater treatment plant for
treatment. Storm drainage flows are not treated. Water
that flows down driveways, streets, and outside areas
into a storm system flows directly to nearby creeks, fish

5. Minimize runoff by not over-watering your
lawn and garden.
Keep sprinklers on a timer to avoid irrigation water
runoff or pooling water and follow the City’s approved
watering schedule.
6. Clean up pet waste.
Bag up pet waste and dispose of it in the trash to
prevent harmful bacteria from washing into local
waterways.
7. Consider minimizing impervious surfaces around
your home.
Use bricks, gravel, cobbles, natural stone, or permeable
pavers instead of asphalt or concrete when possible.
8. Make sure storm drain outfalls are not running in
dry weather.
A storm drainage system is designed to carry
stormwater. If it hasn't rained, there should not
be water flowing down the storm system. Contact
Public Works at (209) 895-8060 if you detect any illicit
discharge activities or if you see water flowing in the
gutter or drain inlets.
9. Do not drain your pool, spa, or fountain to a
storm drain.
Allow chlorine to dissipate for several days. Test the
water to ensure the residual chlorine is zero before
slowly draining to a landscaped area. You may be able
to drain to a sanitary sewer. Contact Public Works at
(209) 895-8060 for more information.
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Schedule All Bulky Item Pick-Up – Do Not Place
Items On The Streets
Bulky Item pick-ups are scheduled at your convenience. To help
keep our streets free from debris and as part of the City’s garbage
services the city provides its RESIDENTIAL customers with two FREE
Bulky Item Pickups a year. These pickups are usually done on Friday
of each week, by appointment only. To schedule your Bulky Item
pick-up, please contact the Finance Department at (209) 895-8040.
When requesting a Bulky item pick up, please remember the following guidelines:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bertolotti Disposal performs all scheduled bulky item pickups at the curbside on Fridays
in Patterson.
Place your acceptable items out on the Thursday night before your scheduled pick-up day. (If
put out earlier you will be given notification to remove your items until your scheduled pickup).
Household appliances must have freon taken out. Refrigerator/freezer doors must be removed.
Tree branches cannot be longer than 5 feet.
All loose (junk) materials, such as clothes and other items must be in containers or boxes not
exceeding 50 lbs.
The maximum a resident may set out is 3 cubic yards (approximately 24 bags or a 3’x3’x9’
area). Anything exceeding this amount will be left.
Unacceptable items: Automobile parts, tires, cement, hazardous /toxic materials, paint, dirt/
sod, some types of liquid, green waste, dead animals, glass or mirrors, televisions or monitors,
construction or fencing materials and commercial/business waste.
Customers can also self-haul bulky items to the Fink Road Landfill at a cost during regular
business hours. They can be contacted at (209) 837-4800.

Floodplain Management

Christmas Tree Pick-Up

Sandbags for Residents
Sand and sandbags will be provided at no
charge to City of Patterson and Stanislaus
County residents who are at risk of flooding.
These supplies will be available at the
corporation yard located at 16215 S. Baldwin
Road. Due to limited staff, residents will
need to make and transport their own
sandbags. The only exception is for elderly
or disabled residents. Any questions, please
contact Public Works at (209) 895-8060.

Bertolotti Disposal Service will be picking up
Christmas trees in conjunction with the Leaf
Pickup Schedule. If trees are over five feet
tall, they must be cut in half in order to be
picked up. Tree pick-ups will occur between
January 2 and January 31, 2022. Flocked
trees will not be accepted and will have to
be disposed separately. A copy of the Leaf
Pick-up schedule can be found on the city’s
website or in the city hall lobby.

Current Challenge: Preserving our Trees
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of properly
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retain soil moisture, watering mature trees 1-2 times per month and avoiding over pruning.
• Provide restrictions and regulations that govern
the use of floodplains 		
be available at the corporation yard
Any questions, please contact Public
		 to include development, permitting, and/or reviewing proposals to 		
located at 16215 S. Baldwin Road.
Works at (209) 895-8060.
		 ensure the project is safe from flooding and provides adequate drainage;
• Provide information on how property owners can protect themselves from flood damage
• Provide information on the NFIP; and/or
Tree Maintenance CycleTree Maintenance Cycle
• Provide mapping and insurance information services

You may also visit our web page at www.ci.patterson.ca.us for useful links to historical flood data,
constructing in the floodplain, flood zone determinations, links to FEMA/NFIP websites, and what to
do before, during, and after floods. Current and historical mapping information can also be found
on the city’s website, at your local library, and/or by calling your floodplain administrator.

Commercial & Multi-Unit Recycling
As of July 1, 2012, the State of California mandates all businesses that generate (4) four
cubic yards or more of waste per week and multi-family units of five or more must recycle.
To comply with this requirement the entity can sign up for commercial recycling services or
complete a compliance form describing your self-haul recycling program. Compliance forms
are available at City Hall 8am-5pm. Recycling helps conserve resources and extends the life of
California’s landfills. It also helps create a healthy environment for our community and future
generations. To learn more, please call the City of Patterson at (209) 895-8060.
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For general information about recycling and waste reduction,
visit the California Department of Resources Recycling and
Recovery (CalRecycle) at www.calrecycle.ca.gov.

Tree Maintenance Cycle

A maintenance cycle and trimming matrix was created as part of the
A maintenance cycle and trimming matrix was created
first-ever
Urban
Forest Master Plan. Each Tree Maintenance
A maintenance cycle and trimming matrix was city’s
created
as part
of the
as part
of the
city’s first-ever Urban Forest Master Plan.
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(TMD) is composed of several geographic areas (often called
city’s first-ever Urban Forest Master Plan. Each
Tree Maintenance
Each Tree Maintenance District (TMD) is composed of
District (TMD) is composed of several geographic
areas (often
called
subdivisions)
in Patterson.
The TMDs were designed to combine
several
geographic areas (often called subdivisions)
subdivisions) in Patterson. The TMDs were designed
to combine
geographically
close areas and an equal number of city street trees.
in Patterson.
The TMDs were designed to combine
geographically close areas and an equal number of
street trees.
A treecity
trimming
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geographically
close areas and an equal number of
A tree trimming schedule was created based on the
number of trees,
the size of the trees and the number of personnel available for
the size of the trees and the number of personnel city
available
for
street trees. A tree trimming schedule was created
maintenance.
maintenance.

based on the number of trees, the size of the trees and
the
number
of given
personnel
availableschedule
for maintenance.
Each
TMA
was then
an approximate
for completion.
Each TMA was then given an approximate schedule
for
completion.

The city, however, understands maintenance may
required
before
The be
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however,
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the schedule allows. If this is the case, please the
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workIf
Each
TMA
was
then
given
an approximate
schedule
allows.
this is
the case,
please submit aschedule
service work
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for
completion.
The
city,
however,
understands
order with Public Works at (209) 895-8060 or email
publicworks@ci.patterson.ca.us.
maintenance may be required before the schedule

publicworks@ci.patterson.ca.us.

allows. If this is the case, please submit a service work
order with Public Works at (209) 895-8060 or email
publicworks@ci.patterson.ca.us.
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