City of Patterson
Parks, Recreation & Beautification Commission Minutes

Regular Meeting of September 21,2022

l.

Call to Order
Chairperson Gabriela Fernandez-Hemandez called the Regular Meeting
the Parks, Recreation & Beautification Commission of the City of
Patterson to order at the City Hall Zoom Meeting at 5:16 P.M.

2.

of

Roll Call
Present:

Commissioners: Gabriela Femandez-Hemandez (Chair). Adolfo
Virgen (Commissioner), and Renelle Layfield (Commissioner).

City Staff: Deputy Director Robert Andrade (Ex-Officio Member).
Deputy Director Sonia Delgado (lnterim Secretary), Diana
Hemandez (Recreation & Community Services Administrative
Service Manager). Adrian Laurel (Environmental Compliance
Specialist). and Bryan Stice (Communify Development Director).
Absent

:

Oscar Roman (Commissionner)

3.

Statements of Conflict

4.

Items from the

5.

Approval of Meeting Minutes

:

None

Public:

None

The minutes for the July 27.2022, Special meeting were reviewed and approved
by the Commission by 3-0 vote.

6.

Rel'iew of Action ltems: None

7.

Agenda ltems
New & Returning Business

7.1. Welcome new Commissioners
Chairperson Gabriela Fernandez-[]emandez welcomed the new'
Commissioners to the meeting. The Commissioners confirmed that they
had reviewed the Ralph M. Brown Act "Meeting Laws Guide" provided
via a weblink. Ex-Otf icio Member. Robert Andrade. welcomed and
provided an overview on the commission and Ralph M. Brolrn Act and
directed the new members to the weblink provided on the agenda and

provided them a quick summary olthe rules and laws that can be
considered a violation as well as how many members must be present to
have a quorum to be able to have a meeting. Must have at least three (3)
members at a meeting. Additionally, Robert provided detailed
information on electronic communications and side meetings that can be
grounds for violating the Ralph M. Brown Act.
Commissioner Virgen appreciated the overview provided on the Ralph M.
Brow'n Act as it can be very long and extensive. Chairperson Gabriela
Femandez-Hemandez did ask who she would direct questions with
regards on how to apply for the commission or questions regarding
projects the commission is working on.

7.2 Downtown Revitalization Committee
Chairperson Gabriela Femandez-Hemandez introduced the item and
welcomed Director Bryan Stice to the meeting and lor his time. Director
Stice introduced himself and provided a background on the City's
Downtown Master Plan and Downtown Patterson Revitalization Visioning
Repo(. The Downtown Visioning and Master Planning has been in
progress since 2015. He provided a detailed overview ofeach ofthe
phases of this process (Visioning, Project Planning & Funding. Project
Design, and Project Implementation). The city is current in the Project
Planning & Funding phase. This phase includes developing a Master Plan
(which is in progress), setting priority projects and project reviews and
approvals. The city has concluded the public outreach period. There was
information regarding this suney was sent through the utility bills with a
link to submit comments during this period from all stakeholders.

Director Stice also presented a map showing the City's downtown core
area to be able to illustrate the planning area for the Master Plan. The
comments received from all stakeholders would allow the Planning
Consultant to bring together a report showing what ideas the community
has for the downtown master plan. The next step would be to have a joint
Planning-Council workshop in October. complete a DRAFT of the Master
Plan document based on ideas received. and put out fbr review/comment.
A venue for presenting the DRAFT Master Plan would be at this
commission meeting.
Chair Gabriela Femandez-Hemandez thanked Director Stice lor his
presentation and is familiar with the plans that he presented. She also
asked where the funding would be coming from to fund the projects.
Director Stice advised that this is a very expensive project and some ofthe
planning has been funded through the General Fund. All projects would
be looked at project to project basis and the city would determine what
types of funding opportunities to help fund the projects (for example grant
funds, which can be competitive and difficult to acquire). Ifthere are

State programs that might be available

will

also be explored (for example.

housing programs). There are also development impact fees throughout
the state that help generate funding to help fund projects. Developers pay
a per square foot fee or per unit lee for everything (parks, sewer. water,
storm drainage, schools. civic improvements. etc.). This might be another
way to fund some of the qualified improvements. There are many various
funding sources that can be explored.

Director Stice provided a presentation regarding the Visioning Report and
stages/phases of the city's Downtown Master Plan. For a copy ofthe
Downtown Patterson Revitalization Visioning click here:
http://r.i r.r' s .ci.patterson.ca.us,/DocumentCenter/V icu',693:l.Dql n'!o! n:
Visioning-Report'lbidld= Commissioner Vi rgen did mention that he was
able to find this report on the City's website. He also had some questions
and concems with regards to obtaining grants. He mentioned that he had
heard that growth and new development would make it difficult to obtain
grants and asked ifthis was Director's Stice's opinion. Director Stice said
that was not his experience and let the Commission know that there are
different types ofgrants available, for example parks or housing that can
probably be explored for the downtown area. Fresh new housing for those
that are underprivileged can possibly contribute to bringing new housing
to the downtown. This would be up to the City Council and the
community to incorporate these ideas. This can be an attractive thing to
live in a downtown area. It can help downtown areas since people are able
to walk to the gym. stores- etc.
Commissioner Virgen agrees that housing in the downtown can liven up
the place. He also asked ilthe downtown area was zoned lor housing or if
the Council would have to approve this change or does the municipal
code/ordinance that allows for now? Director Stice advised that the
zoning for downtown is called the "Downtown Core" and per the City's
code does allow for duplex units with a Conditional Use Permit. which is a
permitting process that goes through Planning Commission for approval.
"Live Work" units are also allowed through a Conditional Use Permit.
These units are one unit/one property that has a living space included as a
business. The other that is allowed is multi-Family units with a
Conditional Use Permit. This might be updated. simptified. and enhanced
as part ofthe Master Plan process. including density/height requirements.
and parking facilities. The soonest the DRAFT Master Plan will be
released is by next Spring 2023.

7.3. Water Fountain Discussion
Chairperson Gabriela Hemandez-Femandez talked about her travels and
how beautiful water fountains are gathering areas in some Cities. In
bigger Cities (San Francisco, Bay Area Alameda County, and San
Diego) that are beautiful and used as gathering areas. Her vision and idea

lor this topic would be to add water fountain around domtown businesses
so people can be outdoors and gather around the water fountain. She has
done some preliminary research on location (city land or private land).
permits needed, designs. pricing. etc. Maybe one or multiple water
fountains. Has contacted City of Livermore since they have three large
fountains and advised that their fountains were part oftheir Capital
Improvement Plan and that is how they are funded and are put out to bid.
She will research some grant opportunities for funding water fountains.
She asked for feedback from the commission. Commissioner Virgen said
that the fountain(s) is a good idea if implemented in a good part of town
in the right way. He is willing to help with this research. Chairperson
asked if fund raising can be added to the next agenda. Commissioner
Layfield asked ifChairperson had an idea ofa location that is desirable at
this time for the water fountain(s). Chairperson said there is no location
identified at this time, but she was thinking a park or shopping center on
Sperry/Ward (by Togo'siVerizon Wireless) since there is a lot of shopping
at that center. Possibly South or North Park in the downtown area. ExOfficio Member made the Commissioners aware that there are many
people in the current downtown that will probably use the water fountain
for many things let them know that there is a large spectrum ofareas that
can be explored notjust the downtown revitalization portion.

8.

Items from Committee Members
Diana Hemandez from Recreation and Community Services informed the
Commission that they will be hosting the following events:
o Working on the new Activity Recreation Guide for the next four
months and will be distributed to the community soon via regular
mail.
. High School Homecoming Parade and the December Santa's
Parade Street closures were recently approved by the Council.
o Running soccer and teens programs are doing well. The Teen
programs are hosted at the Senior Center. The Aquatic Center /
pool has slowed doran since pool staff have gone back to school.
The pool is open. but not the same hours as summer.
Chairperson Gabriela Hemandez-Fernandez has asked if they can attend the Santa
Parade. Diana mentioned that the parade is ran by the Chamber of Commerce.
Chairperson asked that this be added to the next agenda. Commissioner Virgen
asked ifthe Fall Activities be added to the next agenda. He wants to discuss and
explore options available for teens. Another item would be the Dog Park current
status ofthe upcoming new one listed in the Parks & Recreation Master plan
(potential locations for new ones). He also requested physical copies olthe
Municipal Code sections pertaining to this commission. Ex-Officio Member,
Robert Andrade. encouraged the Commission to bring up any concems. issues
regarding Parks or Public Works items to these meetings under "Other Matters."

will be added to the next agenda. Commissioner also had questions
regarding the OPEN vacancy for this commission. Staff inlbrmed the
commission that there is one position available and information regarding
advertisings and filling this position would be the City Clerk's oflice. Aracely
Alegre is the City Clerk. He also asked who updates the City's website for YAC
program to update the information that is cunently being advertised. Diana
Hemandez would ensure that this is updated by Recreation staff.
These items

6.

Adjournment
With there being no further business, the City of Patterson Parks, Recreation and
Beautification Commission Meeting adjoumed at 6:38 p.m.

Any questions or concerns. please email them to Sonia Delgado.

Minutes Prepared by:

(lntem Secretary)
Deputy Director of Regulatory Compliance & Administrative Services
So nla Delgado

