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Once again, the City of Patterson proudly 

presents its Annual Water Quality Report. 

We test the drinking water quality for many 

constituents as required by State and Federal 

Regulations.  

 

This year’s Annual Water Quality Report    

covers all testing completed January 1 thru 

December 31, 2013. We want to keep you in-

formed about the water quality we have  de-

livered to you over the past year. Our goal is 

to provide you with a safe and dependable 

supply of drinking water. 

2013 Consumer 

Confidence Report 

We are pleased to report that 

our drinking water is safe and 

meets all Federal and  

State requirements. 

This brochure contains details of where your wa-

ter comes from, what it contains, and how it com-

pares to State and Federal standards. The City of 

Patterson is committed to providing you with the 

best and most accurate information regarding the 

quality of our water. For more information re-

garding water quality, call the Water Information 

Hotline at (209) 895-8070.   

 

Council meetings are held the 1st and 3rd 

Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm in the 

Council Chambers located at City Hall. 

 

Este informe contiene información muy importan-

te sobre su agua potable. Tradúzcalo ó hable con 

alguien que lo entienda bien. Para información 

llame al (209) 895-8060. 

 The water supplied to the City of Patterson comes 

solely from groundwater wells. 

 In 2013, the city’s seven active wells pumped a total 

of 1.37 billion gallons of water. 

 The city's water distribution lines total 64 miles of 

pipeline. 

 All water operators are certified by the department 

of public health in the distribution and treatment of 

drinking water. 

 The Non-Potable Water System (purple pipe distri-

bution lines) allows parks and schools to be irrigated 

using non-potable water (water that does not meet 

drinking water standards). With implementation of 

this system, we are be able to conserve the water 

that is eligible for human consumption while irrigat-

ing the landscaping of  our parks and schools with 

water that may not meet water drinking standards. 

 Water meters are equipped with a profiler function  

that enables operators to download water flow data 

from each meter. The feature allows staff to diag-

nose or verify  unseen or undetected water leaks. 

 The Cross Connection Control Program protects the 

city’s drinking water from potential hazards posed 

by certain types of industries.  

Water System Facts 
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In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the USEPA 

and the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) pre-

scribe regulations that limit the amount of certain contami-

nants in water provided by public water systems. CDPH regula-

tions also establish limits for contaminants in bottled water 

that provide the same protections for public health. All six ta-

bles on the inside of this brochure list all the water contami-

nants that were detected during the most recent water sam-

pling. The presence of these contaminants do not necessarily 

indicate that the water poses a health risk. CDPH allows us to 

monitor for certain contaminants less than once a year be-

cause the concentrations of these contaminants do not change 

frequently. Some of the data, though representative of the 

water quality, are more than one year old. 

Contaminants that may be present in source water include: 

 Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, 

which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic 

systems, agricultural livestock operations and wildlife. 

 Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which 

can be naturally-occurring or result from urban storm 

water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharg-

es, oil and gas production, mining or farming. 

 Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety 

of sources such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff, 

and residential uses. 

 Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and 

volatile organic chemicals, which are byproducts of indus-

trial processes and petroleum production, and can also 

come from gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and 

septic systems. 

 Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occur-

ring or the result of oil production and mining activities. 

. 

Continuing our Commitment 

Drinking water, including bot-

tled water, may reasonably be 

expected to contain at least 

small amounts of some con-

taminants.  The presence of 

contaminants does not neces-

sarily indicate that the water poses a 

health risk.  More information about contami-

nants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the 

USEPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791).   

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking 

water than the general population.  Immuno-compromised per-

sons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, per-

sons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/

AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants 

can be particularly at risk from infections by Cryptosporidium and 

other microbial contaminants.   

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health prob-

lems, especially for pregnant women and young children.  Lead in 

drinking water is primarily from materials and components associ-

ated with service lines and home plumbing.  City of Patterson is 

responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot 

control the variety of materials used in plumbing .  You can mini-

mize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 

seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking.  If 

you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have 

your water tested.  Information on lead in drinking water , testing 

methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available 

from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/

safewater/lead .   

For systems that detect nitrate (NO3) above 23 mg/L, but below 

45 mg/L, Nitrate in drinking water at levels above 45 mg/L is a 

health risk for infants of less than 6 months of age.  Such nitrate 

levels in drinking water can interfere with the capacity of the in-

fant’s blood to carry oxygen, resulting in serious illness; symptoms 

include shortness of breath and blueness of the skin.  Nitrate levels 

above 45 mg/L may also affect the ability of the blood to carry 

oxygen in other individuals, such as pregnant women and those 

with specific enzyme deficiencies.  If you are caring for an infant, 

or you are pregnant, you should ask advise from  your health care 

provider. 

The The The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled wa-

ter) includes rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, 

and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or 

through the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals 

and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up sub-

stances resulting from the presence of animals or from human 

activity. 

The City of Patterson draws all of its water from seven ground-

water wells located throughout the City to serve the current 

population of 20,560.  Our distribution system is looped and 

interconnected and operates in three pressure zones:  Zone 2 

includes the West Patterson Business Park and the Patterson 

Gardens subdivision, Zone 3 services the Patterson Gateway 

area, also known as 

Villa del Lago, and 

Zone 1 services the 

remainder of the city.   

 

A source water assessment for all 7 wells was completed 

in April 2013. These sources are considered most vulnera-

ble to the following activities not associated with any 

detected contaminants: gas stations, confirmed leaking 

tanks, dry cleaners, body repair shops, chemical /petrole-

um / pipelines, sewer lines, utility stations/maintenance 

areas, known contaminant plumes, and agricultural / 

irrigations wells / drainage, pesticide / fertilizer / petrole-

um storage. 

To view a copy of the complete assessments, contact the 

Department of Public Works at (209) 895-8060 or by con-

tacting the  California Department of Public Health (CDPH), 

Drinking Field Operations Branch, 31 E. Channel, Room 270, 

Stockton, CA or by calling (209) 948-7696. 
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