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1. Call to Order 
 
The special (Closed Session) meeting of the City Council of the City of Patterson was called to 
order in City Hall, City Council Chambers, 1 Plaza, Patterson at 6:02 p.m. by Mayor Molina. 
 
Present: Councilmembers McCord, Novelli, Farinha and Mayor Molina (4) 
 
Staff:  City Manager Irwin, City Attorney Hallinan (2) 
 
Excused: Councilmember Lustgarten (1) 
 
At this time, Mayor Molina announced the items to be discussed in Closed Session and opened 
the items to public comments. 
 
The City Council will adjourn to Closed Session to address the following: 
 

• Conference with Legal Counsel, Anticipated Litigation – Significant  
 Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Paragraph (2) of Subsection (d) of  
 California Government Code Section 54956.9. (1 case) 

 
2. Statements of Conflict – none. 
 
3. Items from the Public 
 
 Terry McWilliams, 632 Kinshire Way, Patterson – addressed the City Council on the item 

of having a tree planted in front of her house.  Ms. McWilliams submitted an appeal letter 
to Public Works Director Mike Willett.  Also emailed City Councilmembers.  Ms. 
McWilliams requested to not receive, have a tree planted in front of her house. 

 
 City Manager Irwin addressed Ms. McWilliams concerns.  Ms. McWilliams to be notified 

when tree report will come before the City Council for review.  Any written 
documentation provided by Ms. McWilliams to be forward to the City Clerk and City 
Clerk to email to City Council and staff. 

 
 Ms. McWilliams was assured by City Council and staff that a tree would not be 

placed/planted in front of her house until the item was addressed by City Council at a City 
Council meeting first. 

  
4. Adjourn to Closed Session  
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At 6:04 p.m. there being no further public comments, the Patterson City Council adjourned to  
Closed Session. 
 
5. Report from Closed Session (if any)  
 
There was nothing to report out from Closed Session. 
 
6. Adjournment 
 
There being no further business, the special (Closed Session) meeting of the City Council of the  
City of Patterson of April 5, 2016 was adjourned at 6:32 p.m.  
 
Approved by the Patterson City Council on May 3, 2016. 
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1. Call to Order 
 
The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Patterson was called to order in City Hall,  
City Council Chambers, 1 Plaza, Patterson at 7:05 p.m. by Mayor Molina. 
 
Present: Councilmembers McCord, Novelli, Farinha and Mayor Molina (4) 
 
Staff:  City Manager Irwin, City Attorney Hallinan, Police Chief Dirkse, Interim Fire  
  Chief Gregory, City Planner Andrews, Public Works Director Willett, Finance  
  Director Ryan, City Engineer Ulloa, Recreation & Community Services Director  
  Flanders and City Clerk Vela (10)  
 
Excused: Councilmember Lustgarten (1) 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
  
3. Statements of Conflict – none. 
 
4. Items from the Public 
 
 Amy Hussar, Patterson (American Legion Post 168) - addressed the City Council on  
 upcoming events; hosting a Candidate’s forum on the Board of Supervisors Candidates,  
 Wednesday, May 4, 2016 at the Hammon Senior Center, planning this year’s 4th of July  
 Celebration from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at North Park, planning a series of dancing in the park  
 Event(s), Fridays once a month at North Park. 
 
 Ron West, Patterson – addressed the City Council on the item of Redistricting of the City  

Council.   
 
Mayor Molina addressed that item was on the agenda for discussion later on the agenda. 
 
Eileen Wyatt-Stokman, Ceres – addressed the City Council introducing herself as a  
candidate for the Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors, District 5 seat.  Mrs. Wyatt- 
Stokman addressed the City Council on the item of the City’s entrance signs. 

  
5. Consent Calendar 
 
 All items are approved by a single action.  Any item may be removed from the  
 Consent Calendar for separate discussion upon request from a member of the  
 Public, Staff and/or Councilmember. 
 
 5.1  Motion to Waive Readings - All Readings of Ordinances and Resolutions, Except 

by Title are hereby waived. 
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5.2 Approve City Council Meeting Minutes of March 1, 2016. 
 
5.3 Approve the Resolutions Declaring the City Council's Intention to Initiate  
 Proceedings for the Annual Levy of Assessments and Ordering the Preparation of  
 Engineer’s Reports for the Landscape Maintenance Districts (LMDs) and County  
 Service Area (CSA) No. 15 for FY 2016/17 (Resolution Nos. 2016-26 and  

2016-27) 
 
 Councilmember McCord moved to approve Consent Calendar Item 5.1 through 5.3.  The  
 motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Novelli and unanimously approved by a 4-0 roll  
 call vote. 
 
6. Presentations and Public Hearings 
 

6.1 Presentation:  National Library Week – Proclamation  
Xia Headrick, Branch Supervisor,  
Stanislaus County Library (Mayor Molina) 
 

  Mayor Molina presented Xia Headrick with a Proclamation. 
 

6.2 Presentation:  Pet Expo – Westside Pet Awareness Partners 
Presentation and Proclamation, Augusta Farley 

    (Councilmember Farinha, Mayor Molina) 
 
 Councilmember Farinha presented August Farley with a Proclamation. 
 
6.3 Presentation:  Draft South County Corridor Feasibility Study (StanCOG) 
 
 City Manager Irwin reviewed his staff report. 
 
 Keith D. Rhodes, P.E., with T.Y.LIN International reviewed his report – power 

point presentation. 
  
 At 7:38 p.m. Mayor Molina opened the item to public comments. 
 
 Joe Hollowell, Patterson – addressed the City Council speaking in support of the 

south county corridor stating his support for moving forward along the Zachariah 
road route.  Mr. Hollowell asked about who had prepared the cost estimate for all 
segments and if it was available to the public.  Mr. Hollowell stated he was not in 
support of the Crows Landing route. 

 
 Keith D. Rhodes, P.E., with T.Y.LIN International stated Segments were part of 

the Feasibility Study and available for public review. 
 
 
 
 Pat Maisetti, Patterson (Past President of StanCOG and the State COG) – 

addressed the City Council suggesting for City Council to look at development in 
the future, look at expenditures that are coming in and for the City to fights for the 
gas dollars.  Mrs. Maisetti suggested for City Council to look at viable items for 



 3 

the Westside. 
 
 Ron West, Patterson – addressed the City Council on Patterson’s General Plan.  

Mr. West envisioned Zachariah Road route.  Mr. West addressed the history of 
south county corridor discussions. 

 
 Armin Arambide, Patterson – addressed the City Council on the item of safety and  
 priority.  Mr. Arambide stated his support for Zachariah road route. 
 
 Larry Buehner, Patterson – addressed the City Council suggesting for Council to 

think ahead, figure out the route and design ahead of time.  Mr. Buehner stated his 
support for the Zachariah road route. 

 
 Amy Hussar, Patterson – addressed the City Council on the Zachariah Road route, 

stating that a Patterson High School was being planned in the area.  Mrs. Hussar 
suggested for City Council to keep in mind the safety of the students when 
choosing a route.  

 
 At 8:00 p.m. there being no further public comments, Mayor Molina closed the 

item from further public comments.   
 
6.4 Public Hearing:  Motion to Approve First Reading and Introduction of  

Ordinance No. 794, An Ordinance of the City Council of 
the City of Patterson, Amending Section 18.82.070(D) 
“Freeway Oriented Signs” of the Patterson Municipal Code. 

 
  City Planner Andrews reviewed his staff report – power point presentation. 
 
  The City Council addressed the following: 
 

- Width of the Signs 
- Villa del Lago Sign 
- Adding language to D. 2. Draft Freeway Oriented Signage Ordinance;  In  

 no case, shall signs more than 30 feet tall be located within one-quarter  
 mile of any residentially designated area.  

 
At 8:21 p.m. Mayor Molina opened the Public Hearing to public comments.  
There were no public comments. 

 
  Councilmember Farinha Read Ordinance No. 794, reading by title only, waiving  
  further reading. 
 

Councilmember Farinha moved to approve First Reading and Introduction of 
Ordinance No. 794, reading by title only, waiving further reading.  The motion 
was seconded by Councilmember McCord and approved by a 4-0 roll call vote. 

6.5 Public Hearing: Second Public Hearing and City Council Recommendation 
of Preferred By-District Election Boundary Plan  

 
City Attorney Hallinan reviewed his staff report – history of why Patterson was  
moving to district elections. 
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Douglas Johnson with National Demographics Corporation reviewed his report –  
power point presentation. 
 
The City Council addressed the following: 
 
- District 5 maps   

- If the City was to annex additional property, City Council would  
update the district lines. 

 
At 8:45 p.m. Mayor Molina opened the Public Hearing to public comments. 
 
Amy Hussar, Patterson (former School Board Trustee) – addressed the City  
Council on the item of school districting elections.  Mrs. Hussar stated she was  
not in support of district elections but it was the law.  Mrs. Hussar addressed the  
item of lack of candidates.  Mrs. Hussar addressed the item of from district 
elections instead of by district elections.  Mrs. Hussar encourage a five district  
map and rotating the Mayor’s seat. 
 
Ron West, Patterson – addressed the City Council asking for City Council to stand  
up against district elections.  Mr. West stated he was not in support of district  
elections.  Mr. West stated district elections would divide the City.  Mr. West  
submitted a petition to the City.  
 
Heather Nosek, Patterson – addressed the City Council stating her disagreement  
with district elections.  Ms. Nosek stated she was not in support of district  
elections. 
 
Ron Swift, Patterson – addressed the City Council stating he was not in support of  
district elections.  Mr. Swift addressed the history of City elections.  Mr. Swift  
suggested for the City to get the word out to the public in regards to districting  
elections. 
 
Larry Buehner, Patterson – addressed the City Council on the item of uniting the  
City instead of dividing.  Mr. Buehner suggested for the City to place item on the  
ballot for Patterson voters. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Novelli asked for staff to change district areas to alphabetical  
instead of numerical. 
 
Jim DeMartini, Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors, Supervisor – addressed  
the City Council on the item of his preference of the City not to go to district  
elections until the City was bigger such as 75,000 population.  Mr. DeMartini 
stated he did not agree with district elections for small cities. 
Amy Hussar, Patterson – addressed the City Council on the item of the people that 
are doing the suing were involved in the authoring of the bill in 2001, which came  
in late at the end of the year.  Mrs. Hussar encourage the community that if this  
didn’t seem right, for the community to add language such as a (population) cap,  
the need to work towards making item more reasonable for a diversity in service. 
 
Heather Nosek, Patterson – addressed the City Council stating the City had  
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choices.  It may not be the choice that they wanted, but that the City Council had  
choices.  Ms. Nosek stated she would like to see this energy to be put towards a  
defense of a lawsuit, put towards education and getting people out to the polls.   
Ms. Nosek addressed the Recall Committee, they were doing their best whether  
for or against the recall petition, they were getting people registered to vote. 
 
Councilmember Farinha addressed the item of if no one stepped up to fill a  
district seat, how would seat be filled.   
 
City Attorney Hallinan addressed the item on how a vacancy in a district would be  
filled, stating seat being a vacancy and that City Council would appoint a member  
from the public that lives in that district.  City Attorney Hallinan stated there 
could not be three appointed Councilmembers. 
 
Amy Hussar, Patterson – addressed the City Council on the School’s process  
when they went to district elections.  Mrs. Hussar addressed the item of public  
participation in the school’s districting process.  Mrs. Hussar addressed the City  
Council asking questions about write in ballots. 
 
City Council suggested for the public to write letter to their state representatives  
of their concerns with regards to forcing their City to go into district elections. 
 
Elias Funez, Patterson – addressed the City Council on the item of a cut off (cap) 
population wise in regards to districting elections.  
 
At 9:22 p.m. there being no further public comments, Mayor Molina closed the  
Public Hearing from further public comments. 
 
Mayor Molina stated his support for a 4 District Map Draft 2 and allow citizens to  
vote for their Mayor at Large. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Novelli stated her support for a 5 District Map Draft 2, with a  
rotating Mayor seat. 
 
Councilmember Farinha stated his support for a 5 District Map Draft 1 or 2, with  
a rotating Mayor seat. 
 
Councilmember McCord stated his support for a 5 District Map Draft 2, with a  
rotating Mayor seat. 
 
 
 
Councilmember McCord motioned to recommend 5 District Draft 2 Map, putting  
Jake Creek back with its neighbors, item to be brought back to the next City  
Council meeting and get further input from the citizens (moving the north side of  
Jake Creek from District 1 to District 2).  The motion was seconded by  
Councilmember Farinha and approved by a 3-1 roll call vote.  Mayor Molina  
voted no. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Novelli and Councilmember Farinha but no more than two  
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Councilmembers at one time to work with Douglas Johnson of National  
Demographics Corporation to resolve district lines before the next City Council  
meeting.  City Manager Irwin to coordinate meeting(s) between Council and  
Douglas Johnson of National Demographics Corporation. 

 
7.  City Staff Reports 
 
 Ordinances  (Second Reading and Adoption)  
  

a. Ordinance No. 792, An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Patterson  
 Amending Chapters 1.36 and 1.44 of the Patterson Municipal Code to establish  
 Procedures for Issuing Administrative Citations. 
 
 Mayor Molina Read Ordinance No. 792, reading by title only, waiving further  
 reading. 
 
 At 9:34 p.m. Mayor Molina opened the item to public comments.  There were no  
 public comments. 
 

Councilmember McCord moved to approve Second Reading of Ordinance No. 
792, reading by title only, waiving further reading.  The motion was seconded by 
Mayor Pro Tem Novelli and approved by a 3-0 roll call vote.  Councilmember 
Farinha was excused. 

 
Mayor Molina moved to Adopt Ordinance No. 792, reading by title only, waiving 
further reading.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember McCord and 
approved by a 3-0 roll call vote.  Councilmember Farinha was excused. 

 
b. Ordinance No. 793, An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Patterson to  

 Add Chapter 10.42 to City of Patterson Municipal Code Regarding Funeral  
 Procession Escorts. 
 
 Mayor Molina Read Ordinance No. 793, reading by title only, waiving further  
 reading. 
 

Mayor Molina moved to approve Second Reading of Ordinance No. 793, reading 
by title only, waiving further reading.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro 
Tem Novelli and approved by a 4-0 roll call vote. 
 
 
 
Mayor Molina moved to Adopt Ordinance No. 793, reading by title only, waiving 
further reading.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Novelli and 
approved by a 4-0 roll call vote. 

 
8. Council Items 
 

8.1 Approve the Appointment or Reappointment of two (2) Planning Commission 
Members for the Term of February 2016 to February 2018 (Councilmember 
Farinha, Mayor Pro Tem Novelli) 
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- Bryan Bingham 
- Ana Andrade 
- Ronald West 
- Zach Keller 

 
Councilmember Farinha moved to reappoint Bryan Bingham and Ron West to the  
Patterson Planning Commission.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem  
Novelli and approved by a 4-0 roll call vote. 
 
For the record Mayor Pro Tem Novelli thanked all the applicants for applying to  
the Patterson Planning Commission. 

 
8.2 City Council Reports 

 
  Mayor Molina: 

 StanCOG (Councilmember McCord Alternate) – meeting scheduled for April 20, 
2016 at 6 p.m. 1111 I Street, Modesto Offices. 

 Stanislaus County Mayors Dinner – Meeting scheduled for April 13, 2016 
in Waterford. 

 Patterson/West Stanislaus Fire Services Committee – nothing to report. 
(Councilmember Farinha 1st Alternate, Councilmember Novelli 2nd Alternate) 

 Stanislaus County Disaster Council (Councilmember McCord Alternate) – 
meeting scheduled for May 26, 2016. 
 

  Mayor Pro Tem Novelli: 
 Patterson Representative – League of California Cities (LOCC) – 

attending California Action days through the League of California Cities, 
April 25, 2016. 
(Councilmember Lustgarten Alternate) 

 Stanislaus County Economic Development & Workforce “Alliance” – 
nothing to report.  
(Councilmember Novelli Alternate) 

 Economic Development Action Committee (EDAC) – nothing to report. 
(Councilmember Novelli Alternate) 
 

  Councilmember Farinha – nothing to report on items. 
 San Joaquin Air Pollution Control District – Valley-wide Special City 

Selection Committee (Councilmember Novelli Alternate) 
 Stanislaus County Hazardous Waste Advisory Committee 

(Councilmember McCord Alternate) 
  Councilmember McCord: 

 Westside Health Care Task Force – meeting scheduled for April 7, 2016 at 
the Hammon Senior Center at 6 p.m. 

 
Councilmember McCord invited the public to a City Pre-Budget 
Workshop on Saturday, April 9, 2016 starting at 9 p.m. at the Hammon 
Senior Center.  Discussion items; Enterprise Funds, Mello Roos Funds, 
Roads in the Area, etc. 
 

  Councilmember Lustgarten – nothing to report. 
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 8.3 Other Matters – nothing to report. 
 
  Mayor Molina addressed the April 1, 2016 at 7 a.m. Advance Life Support (ALS) 

Kick Off event at Fire Station 1.  Introduction to the community, Channel 40 and 
the Patterson Irrigator were present. 

 
9. Adjournment  
 
There being no further business, the regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Patterson  
of April 5, 2016 was adjourned at 9:41 p.m. 
 
Approved by the Patterson City Council on May 3, 2016. 
 


